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In SKHCFCN, in this big family, | have a lot of sweet memories.
Now, I'll be going to learn more in secondary school.

Alma mater, I'll study hard so | never let you down.

Teachers, I'll never forget your smiles and kind words.
Classmates, I'll keep our cherished memories in my heart forever.

Goodbye, my alma mater.
Farewell, my teachers.
®  Take care, my beloved schoolmates.
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All around the world students’ routines have been
changed. Instead of waking up, packing their bags
and heading out the door for school, they’ve been
turning on their computers. All across Europe, the
Americas, Africa and Asia, schools have been moved
into and united by a shared virtual world. Our
school and our students have joined this world in
using an online interaction platform named ‘Zoom'.
Through this platform, SKHCFCN's students’ have
been able to continue their English phonics and
reading classes without too much interruption.

Firstly, why use Zoom at all? Currently, it is the best
way to mimic the interactions of a real classroom
online. The most important way that it mimics a
real classroom is its ability to allow students and
teachers to interact instantly and in real-time. This
is especially important for language learning and
English classrooms. While it is possible to memorise
words and grammar online by yourself, it is very
difficult to remember them! One of the best ways
to remember the things we learn in English class is
to use them reqgularly by reading, writing, speaking
and listening. In Zoom classrooms we can practise all
these skills in an integrated way. On Zoom, students
can speak and listen to each other as if they were
right next to each other in class. They can practise
writing in the ‘chat’ area. We can also do shared
reading of our books with the teacher as if we
were in the classroom too! This is all supported by
amazing features like polls, screen sharing and even
small ‘breakout’ rooms for group work.

So let's talk about the amazing language learning
successes that our students have achieved on Zoom
during the last few months!

Our Successes with
Online Learning Using Zoom

By Mr. Jon

@ Discussion Classes: All KS2 classes have had
discussion lessons on various topics. Some have
discussed the advantages and disadvantages
of private tutoring. Others have talked about
their favourite books, foods and games. There
were some very lucky students who had the
opportunity to speak with a special guest
from Australia. This guest was my mother!
They helped her plan a trip to Hong Kong by
recommending tourist attractions. This is also an
advantage of Zoom - we can invite special guests
from anywhere in the world to join our lessons!

@ Phonics Classes: We've been able to continue
our regular phonics curriculum. This includes
learning how to say various prefixes and suffixes
as well as spelling and sound of various difficult
groups of letters. Practising sounds is much
easier using Zoom because the teacher and
your classmates can listen to your pronunciation
straight away and help you try again!

® P.4 Reading Classes: In shared reading lessons
on Zoom, P.4 students have read a book about
‘How to Stay Healthy'. Not only did they read the
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P.4 Students in a Zoom Class with Mr Jon’s mum

book, but they used what they learned in the
book to help teach a very lazy person named Mr
Unhealthy how to eat and exercise more. This
person looked very similar to Mr Jon though...
There are some students who are still wondering
if they are related!

@ P.5 Reading Classes: Also in shared reading
lessons on Zoom, P.5 students have read the
classic adventure novel ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ by
Jonathan Swift. The students have been able
to immerse themselves in the strange country
of Lilliput - where tiny citizens fight about silly
things like how to eat eggs and what kind of
shoes to wear! Students have been reading
along at home and are able to write the words
they don’t know in the Zoom ‘chat’ and get

clarifications in real-time from their teachers!

P.5 Students in a Zoom Class reading ‘Gulliver’s
Travels’

@ P.6 Reading Classes: In classes that support and
encourage independent reading, P.6 students

'/ i have done fun activities
a

related to the book ‘Around
the World in 80 Days’ by

—, ©)
<

Jules Verne. After summarising the book in

class, we undertook a project to turn the book
into a fun board game that we could play at
home. Special care went into writing fun and
interesting ‘game cards’ whilst in Zoom breakout

rooms.

P.6 designing and writing a board game about their
book ‘Around the World in 80 Days’

As you can see, using Zoom has been a great success
for being able to continue using English in fun ways
and to keep facilitating student learning during this
unprecedented time. An interesting question will be
our use of Zoom in the future when we are all back
together at school. Will we think of new ways to
use it to help facilitate learning in innovative ways?
Let’s see!
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You may scan the QR code for the virtual
board ‘How did you cope with online learning
during the class suspension?’ by P.1-6.
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3D Ryan Cheung

Because of the Coronavirus,

we all needed to stay at home.

During the class suspension, we
learnt online instead of going to
school. The teachers gave us the learning
materials via Google Classroom. We had zoom
meetings with Miss Alison and my classmates.
I liked Kahoot because there were a lot of fun
quizzes. | also liked Raz-Kids as | could read many
interesting books on this online reading platform.
Learning online was fun, but | am glad to go
back to school so that I can see my teachers and
friends.

I hope the virus will leave us soon, so we can stay
at school!

4A Michael Ho

During the school suspension

period, | used different apps to

learn online. These apps include

Zoom, Google Form and Padlet,

etc. | enjoy doing online reading the most as |
could learn a lot of new words.

The videos made by my teachers were useful for
my learning. They were also easy to understand.
| think the easiest topic was ‘How to use “a lot
of”, “a few" and “a little”". I've learned that
the first step is identifying whether the noun is
countable or uncountable.

When | did online reading, | sometimes came
across words that were extremely difficult. | have
never given up. | searched the meaning online
and increased my vocabulary.

Although learning online is very convenient, |
think studying at school is better. | enjoy studying
with my classmates very much. When | have any
problems, I can ask them to help me. | hope | can
see my classmates and teachers soon!

50 Cyrus Lee

Starting from the middle of
January, we began to learn about

a new virus called Coronavirus (COVID-19) in
Hong Kong. There are still no specific vaccines
or treatments for COVID-19. In order to protect
ourselves and stop the spreading of the virus, we
started to have class suspension in early February.

At the beginning of the class suspension, | was
happy that | could play and do things that |
wanted to do every day even though | had to do
homework during the class suspension. However,
I did not feel the same way after a while.

My favourite mode of learning was ‘online
learning through Zoom’ because when | had a
lesson, | felt that we were in a real meeting.

Online learning was quite different between
subjects. For example, in Maths, Mr. Lam liked to
post homework once a day. However, our English
teacher, Miss Fong liked to post homework once
a week.

When | had difficulties learning online, | could ask
my parents to help me. If | did not understand
some of the online learning, | would ask
questions in the Google classroom. If | had spare
time after | finished my homework, | would play
video games and cook with my family. In the
holiday, | have learnt to make cheesecake, which
is my favourite dessert! In my spare time, | would
like to do crafts and play chess.

Lastly, | want to go back to school as soon as
possible. | hope our school will resume soon.

During the changing of the learning mode, |
have learnt how to make use of my time and
wash my hands correctly. If we need to face
other difficulties in the future, we shall fight and
overcome them together.

6A Jodie Chan

Since January this year,

students like me have been

forced to ‘enjoy’ our longest

holidays ever due to the pandemic. We needed
to shift from school learning to online classes.

The suspension of classes meant we had to
do and submit our homework through the
computer. This has been very difficult for students
like me who do not even own a mobile phone. |
am not even the type of person who always play
online games so | had a lot of trouble uploading
my homework. Fortunately, | could contact my
teachers and ask for help.

| thought | liked computers, but during this online
learning, | started to appreciate more about
normal classroom learning. | missed getting
together with classmates where we could have
face-to-face conversation. In addition, | started
to realize it is important to learn from teachers
because subjects like General Studies could be
very difficult to understand by myself. | do not
really enjoy doing homework online.

| hope this pandemic will end soon so things can
get back to normal!

6D Micah Chan

Because of COVID-19, Hong

Kong students have not been

to school for 3 months already.
I was disappointed and felt bored
because I did not know when school could
resume.

Luckily, our teachers made learning materials for
us. They used Google Classroom, Zoom and Raz-
Kids to help us learn at home. | can still learn at
home and it is not too boring!

Our teachers provided us with many ways to
learn at home, such as watching videos, playing
games, doing homework, looking at websites
and reading books. | like playing games most
because | can learn in a fun way.

When | uploaded my homework for the first time,
| did not know what to do, so | asked my teacher
for help. At last, | uploaded my homework
smoothly.

| like studying at school more because | can play,
talk and learn with my friends. | can also have
conversation directly with teachers. | miss them
all.
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